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Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people 
need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things 
cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s lifetime. 
      -- Mark Twain
Roseanna Gaye Ross, Ph.D.
Professor, Chairperson
Department of Communication Studies 
The intercultural person represents a type of person whose cognitive, affective, and behavioral characteristics 
are not limited but are open to growth beyond the psychological parameters of his or her own culture…With 
an openness toward change, a willingness to revise our own cultural premises, and the enthusiasm to work it 
through, we are on the way to cultivating our fullest human potentialities and to contributing our share in this 
enormous process of civilizational change.
                         --Theories	in	Intercultural	Communication,	Kim	&	Gudykunst,	eds.
And,	in	the	words	of	First	Lady,	Michelle	Obama:
“Studying in countries like China isn’t only about your prospects in the global marketplace.  ...It’s also about 
whether you can come together and work together ...to make our world stronger. It’s about the friendships you 
make, the bonds of trust you establish and the image of America that you project to the rest of the world.”  
Effective	communication	is	essential	to	cultural	understanding	and	the	creation	of	those	bonds	of	trust.	As	you	will	read	inside	this	is-
sue,	the	Communication	Studies	discipline	and	our	CMST	graduates	have	much	to	offer	in	this	arena.


































































































































































CMST Connect Student Editor



























































































 St. Cloud State University is extremely proud of its ability to foster scholarship in a global community.  Hun-
dreds of international students from all parts of the world add to the diverse culture of St. Cloud State, and hundreds of 
students from the United States will study abroad each year, gaining a wealth of knowledge and experiences.  Not all 
students will be able to take advantage of this great opportunity, but luckily for them, departments on campus, such as the 
Department of Communication Studies, have professors who have themselves been abroad or come from home countries 
other than the U.S., and bring amazing experiences to the classroom.
 The Department of Communication Studies has both an intercultural communication major emphasis and minor 
in its curriculum which offer opportunities for students to learn to be a part of this global community.  Even if students 
choose not to pursue one of these academic programs, they will receive an experience in Communication Studies classes 
that will be flavored by those professors’ experiences in countries other than the U.S.  As professors gain new experi-
ences abroad, immerse themselves in a culture and a new education system, they learn new ways of applying the disci-
pline and teaching and interacting with students that enrich them as educators.  With professors from countries other than 
the U.S., or spending time in such varied locations and bringing experiences to share with their colleagues and students, 
the Department of Communication Studies can integrate ideas from other education systems to create new and effective 
methods for teaching, and offer classroom experiences that reflect this new knowledge. 
 Not only do the experiences of professors abroad help create new methods for teaching, they also provide a 
great boost to the content of specific classes on campus.  What better way to learn about listening, interpersonal conflict  
or nonverbal communication in other cultures, for example, than to learn about these topics from a professor who has 
researched or taught abroad or has first hand experience with how other cultures view these topics?  In addition to ad-
dressing cultural differences and perspectives in communication, there are amazing experiences related to the history and 
roots of Communication Studies that professors can share with students.  Dr. Jennifer Tuder, while reflecting on a past 
trip to Greece and her hope to return in the near future with a study abroad group, had this to say:
“I’m excited about the possibility of visiting Greece to explore the common roots of performance and rhetoric. […] In ancient Greece, performance 
helped the polis make political and moral decisions.  It helped heal the sick.  It brought the community together.  I want students to stand in those vast, 
ancient theaters and feel that power for themselves.”
 The passion associated with her trip will surely be evident in Dr. Tuder’s classes and interactions with students, 
possibly invoking increased interest and drive.  At the very least, students can gain much more that is colorful and per-
sonal from examples or stories from professors who have been abroad. The experiences of professors from the Depart-
ment of Communication Studies truly give students a greater appreciation for and knowledge of all areas of Communica-
tion Studies.
 As a department, Communication Studies has a long history of professors studying and researching abroad.  The 
professors of the Department of Communication Studies boast a wide range of experiences abroad, both in the countries 
they have visited and in their role when visiting other countries.  Communication Studies professors have taught, stud-
ied, or conducted research in a diverse list of countries and cities which includes Australia, Chile, China, Costa Rica, the 
Czech Republic, Denmark, England, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Kenya, Nigeria, Peru, Sin-
gapore, South Africa, South Korea, Taiwan, Turkey, Bulgaria, Denmark, Mexico, Nigeria, Romania, Russia, and Serbia.
 One of the programs with the longest history, which many professors in the Department of Communication Stud-
ies have experienced, is the British Studies Program located in Alnwick, England.  This program is also very popular 
among students and gives professors and students the opportunity to share an experience abroad and partner in the educa-
tion process.  This learning community creates a strong sense of camaraderie among students and CMST faculty, which 
in turn makes students more interested in and committed to their educational experience. Dr. Paula Tompkins commented 
on her experience with the British Studies program:
“When I’ve taught in the British Studies program in Alnwick, England, I have seen students’ understanding of the world and their place in it expand 
in ways they never imagined.  Because of SCSU’s long-term relationship with the Alnwick community, students have numerous opportunities to get to 
know people who live there and learn about British culture by involving themselves in the community, besides what they learn in classes and on field 
trips.  […]  If I were able to include a study abroad experience in the program of every student who majors or minors in communication studies, I 
would.”
 Any Communication Studies major, and any student taking a general education class from the Department of 
Communication Studies, is going to have an experience that is enriched by the professor’s experience abroad. The long 
history of international experience within the department has given rise to unique and educational classroom experiences 
for students which influences their development as members of the global community that is St. Cloud State University.  
After students leave the University and enter the workforce, they are equipped with helpful skills to guide them as they 
continue to strive for excellence.
Excellence in International Studying, Teaching, and Research 
By Victor Warne
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“While studying abroad I learned the importance of intercultural communication knowledge. Not everyone speaks the same so I had to be aware of non-




“When communicating with people from other countries, it was tough to understand them because of their accents. Because of this, I had to actively 
listen in order to understand what he/she was saying. I couldn’t passively listen otherwise I would have looked incompetent and communication would 
be short, virtually ineffective. I also learned a lot about culture, in particular, the differences between individualistic cultures and collectivist cultures, 








“This experience will help me professionally; I can put this experience and what I learned from it on a resume that will make me, as a professional, look 
more desirable to a future employer. Today’s jobs and economies are becoming more global. Thus having a global background will give a person an 
advantage over someone who doesn’t have this background.  Education abroad gives you the necessary tools that employers desire such as indepen-




“I learned life lessons that I have been efficiently communicating to my peers since I have been home. I have attended a conference where I have 
learned how to shape the experiences that I gained while abroad to communicate them in a professional way to stand out during things such as job 
interviews.”













“It was an experience that I will never forget and I wish that it had never ended. I had the chance to travel all over Australia and go to New Zealand 





Faculty: Where Are They Now?
Don Sikkink
Professor Emeritus
SCSU, Department of 
Communication Studies

























































We would like to hear from more 
























































including	Philosophy and Rhetoric, Communication Monographs, Communication Education, Communication Studies, 
















































Where are they now?
Updates from CMST Alumni
I am a financial advisor and partner 
with Jacobs Financial in St. Cloud, 
MN.  I graduated from St. Cloud State 
University in 1996 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree and minor in Speech 
Communication.  After studying abroad 
through SCSU’s British Studies pro-
gram in ’93- ‘94, I found an interest in 
the travel and tourism industry.  Upon 
graduation, I worked for a short time 
at Business Incentives in Edina, MN 
as a Meetings and Incentive Travel 
Representative.  From 1997-2003, I was 
employed at TEKsystems, an IT Consult-
ing firm in Edina, MN as a Professional 
Recruiter and Account Executive.  Here, I 
was fortunate enough to meet my wife and 
best friend, Angie.  We married in October 
2002 and moved back to my hometown, St. 
Cloud, MN in 2003.  
In January 2004, I began my professional 
career as a Financial Advisor and joined 
my father, James Jacobs and brother David 
Jacobs as a partner at Jacobs Financial in 
St. Cloud, MN.  I am passionate about the 
career I have chosen and fortunate to work 
with my family every day.   Most important-
ly, I am blessed with an opportunity to truly 
make a difference in people’s lives.
My wife Angie and I have a three year old 
son, Mason.  I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends, golfing, traveling, and 
attending community charity and sporting 
events.  I am actively involved as a Board 
Member with the March of Dimes Central 
MN Division, and a proud member of the 
St. Cloud Area Chamber of Commerce and 










































































































































current	donor	list.		The bone marrow 
donor drive will be held on Thurs-
day, April 28th from 10am-3pm in 
the Cascade room in Atwood.       
	 Becoming	a	member	of	the	
Bone Marrow Registration Drive Visits SCSU































































































































 I would like to thank Alice Wick 
and Art Grachek for their assistance in 
preparing this article.
   -Matt Bray
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Distinguished AuthorVisits Communication Studies Department 
Dr.	Bruce	Hyde	was	chosen	by	the	Honors	students	as	Honors	Professor	of	the	Year	for	2010-2011.
Special Thank You To
The purpose of the Advisory Council is to ad-
vise the department on matters of curriculum, 
programs, community service, student recruit-
ment, intern and graduate placement. 
Career...............Relationships...............Citizenship












 The Communication Studies Department provides several opportunities for you to financially support our students and pro-
grams.  For information on how you can contribute to our scholarship and alumni accounts, contact the Foundation office at 
(320) 308-3177 or email foundation@stcloudstate.edu.
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Katie Harms- CMST Alumni
	 Leighton	Broadcasting
Greg Murray- Geography Alumni
	 Mahowald	Insurance
Chad Roggeman- CMST Alumni
	 Roggeman	Law	Office
Kati Rothstein- CMST Alumni
	 Target	Corporation
Jacqueline Schuh- CMST Alumni
	 Gray	Plant	Mooty	Law		Firm
Stacie Vos- Community Partner
	 Technical	High	School
Thomas Opatz- CMST Student Representative
R. Bruce Hyde- CMST Faculty
Matthew Vorell- CMST Faculty
Bassey Eyo- CMST Faculty
Roseanna Ross- CMST Chair
Paula Tompkins- CMST Faculty 
Scholarship and 
Alumni Foundation Donors
CMST scholarship and foundation donors provide de-
partmental support and opportunities for recognition to 
the best of our student graduates. Your confidence in our 
students and your support is most appreciated!
Congratulations	to	the	following	recipients:
Robert and Alice Wick Scholarship
Bailey Hess
Charles and Carol Vick Scholarship
Nicole Wohlleber






St. Cloud State University
720	Fourth	Avenue	South						St.	Cloud,	MN	56301-4498
St. Cloud State University values diversity of all kinds, including but not limited to race, religion and ethnicity (full state-
ment at bulletin.StCloudState.edu/ugb/generalinfo/nondiscrimination.html) 
TTY: 1-800-627-3529   SCSU is an affirmative action/equal opportunity educator and employer. This material can be 
made available in an alternative format. Contact the department/agency listed above.
Member of Minnesota State College and Universities. 

















































CMST Connect is produced by the St. Cloud State University 
Department of Communication Studies
STAFF
Diana	Leither
Nancy	Michael
Editor:	Matt	Bray		(2011)
Editorial	contact:	Roseanna	Ross
Email:	rgross@stcloudstate.edu
(320)	308-2217
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